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ARG UK Toads on Roads - Generic Risk Assessment

Emergency notes:

Patrol site: Road name and grid reference…………………………… 

Toad patrol leader (name and contact)…………………………….
Toad patrol second (name and contact ……………………………… 

Nearest hospital ………………………………………………………
	
	Hazard
	Risk
	Control measures
	Probability
	Comment

	1.
	Infectious (human transmission) disease e.g. COVID-19
	Transmission of COVID-19 between members of the group or with members of the public
	If you have Covid 19 symptoms get a test and stay at home.

It is essential to ensure that hand sanitiser does not come in to contact with amphibians.  If there is any doubt about whether this can be achieved, do not undertake the toad patrol.


	High
	

	2.
	Road and Vehicle
	Collision
	Lone working is not permitted – work in pairs.

Wear Hi-Viz clothing to highways standard. Don’t listen to audio devices or wear headphones. Be very vigilant when crossing and working on the edge of the road. Ensure road signs are present on site.  Park safely in pre-designated areas away from crossing.

Only patrol where there are safe walkable verge and road is straight – see map.  Carry torches/ lantern do not dazzle drivers
	Moderate
	

	3.
	Getting lost
	Getting lost/disorientated
	Familiarise yourself with the site during daylight (walk site).  Pre briefing instructional talk before season.

Carry site map or drawing. 
	Low
	

	4.
	Injury – slips and trips
	Risk of injury from tripping, falling down on verge or curb, cutting yourself on hedges, trees, brambles, curb , road or street furniture
	Take care on uneven terrain. Familiarise yourself with the site during daylight. If possible remove over hanging or growing vegetation prior to patrol. Use a torch to light path to be walked, Wear suitable footwear and clothing
	Moderate
	

	5.
	Working with children and vulnerable adults
	Harm to children/vulnerable adult or allegation of improper behaviour made against volunteer ARG worker
	We strongly recommend that children under the age of 16 do not participate in toad patrols, as this is a high risk activity.  

If it is decided that children will attend a toad patrol, ensure that any children/vulnerable adults attending an activity do so under the responsibility of a family member/guardian/carer. Request a DBS check if routinely working with particular children (even with supervising adult present). Never work alone with a child (under age of 16, or 16-18 without parent/guardian consent).
	Low
	

	6.
	Cold/wet weather
	Hypothermia
	Wear windproof, waterproof warm clothing, and appropriate footwear to avoid slipping. Wear clothing with Hi Viz to highway standard for speed rating of road .
	Moderate in winter
	

	7.
	Foggy weather
	Poor visibility
	Do not toad patrol
	High
	

	8.
	Reduced visibility at night
	Poor visibility
	Carry torch with spare bulb and battery or back-up torch. Ensure to arrive is sufficient time to check site in daylight.


	High
	

	9.
	Lone working
	Injured and not being found
	Lone working is not permitted – work in pairs.
Rota will try and ensure two people are present on site. Always inform someone when you set off for the Patrol and let them know when you are home safely also how long you are going to be on site and the route to get there. Carry a charged mobile phone which has a good signal.
	Low
	

	10.
	Disease or infection
	Pond water may contain bacteria that may cause disease (e.g. Leptospirosis/

Weil’s disease).
	Treat all pond (etc.) water as potentially pathogenic.  Do not ingest, do not expose cuts on skin to pond water. Wear gloves to protect against scratches when working near water. Wash hands after immersion in pond water and especially prior to eating.  If feeling unwell after accidental ingestion of pond water or contact with open wound seek medical attention.
	High
	

	11.


	Ponds /deep water
	Drowning
	Lone working is not permitted – work in pairs.

Take care when near water bodies. Take throw-rope when working near water.
	Moderate
	

	12.
	Concealed holes/ ditches
	Physical injury, ankle injuries
	Take care when walking through areas of deep vegetation or areas where there is poor footing visibility. Avoid areas of poor footing where visibility is limited and there is a danger of slips, trips or falls.
	High
	

	13.
	Sharp grasses and thorny bushes
	Eye injuries, cuts, lacerations, infection
	Do not bend down or kneel in areas of bramble or other sharp plants. Disinfect any lacerations or punctures
	Moderate
	

	14.
	Old and partially buried structures (e.g buried fences)
	Tripping, ankle injuries
	Take care when footing is not clearly visible. Look for signs nearby of structures e.g, partially collapsed fence.
	Moderate
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