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Why do translocations?

Motivations:

• Conservation of species –

demand driven

• Human-wildlife conflict –

supply driven



Reintroduction Guidelines

1987 1998

2013



Other sources of guidance 



From:

IUCN/SSC (2013). Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation 

Translocations. Version 1.0. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN Species Survival 

Commission, viiii + 57 pp.

The Conservation Translocation Cycle



• Risk to source populations

• Ecological risk

• Disease risk

• Associated invasion risk

• Gene escape

• Socio-economic risk

• Financial risk

Risk assessment

From:

IUCN/SSC (2013). Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation 

Translocations. Version 1.0. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN Species Survival 

Commission, viiii + 57 pp.



What do we already know?



The criteria covered

1. Is the species or population under threat?

2. Have the threats been addressed? 

3. Have alternatives been considered?

4. Have the risks to target species been assessed?

5. Are risks for other species or the ecosystem acceptable? 

6. Are community and socioeconomic issues addressed?

7. Are viable populations likely to be established?

8. Does the project include clear goals and monitoring?

9. Do enough economic and human resources exist?

10. Do scientific, governmental, and stakeholder groups support 

the reintroduction?

Adapted from:

Perez et al. (2102). Frontiers in Ecology & Environment 10: 494-501





A transformation... ...not expensive mistakes

Conservation or cosmetic surgery...?

We need to ensure that translocation programmes 

result in:


