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ARG UK Make the Adder Count 2026
Recording Form: Data can also be entered online on www.recordpool.org.uk/make-the-adder-count
Data protection and copyright agreement

I understand that the information that I provide on this form, including my name and contact details, will be entered onto The Record pool, a database maintained by ARG UK.  I understand that the data will be used for the objectives of this survey and may be used for other reasons of conservation benefit (see Notes on separate sheet).

Signature ___________________________     Date ___________________       Confidential site  □
Surveyor contact details (if submitting multiple forms, only name needed after first form)

	Surveyor
	
	
	Address
	

	(Print name)
	
	
	
	

	Phone number
	
	
	
	

	Email
	
	
	
	


Count site details

	Site name
	
	Grid reference 
	

	Site number, if known (see Notes)
	
	
	

	Have you submitted data from this site in previous years?  
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Indicate whether the adders were an aggregation 
	
	
	or were dispersed (a site count)
	


Count data

Please provide at least three counts and ideally five or six of all adult adders seen at your site.  Breaking down counts into males and females is helpful, but should be attempted only if you are sufficiently confident in being able to sex snakes visually, from a distance, without disturbing them.

	Count no.
	Date
	No. of adders
	
	Male
	Female

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	


If you have similar counts of adders made at this (or any other) site from previous years (that you have not already shared with Make the Adder Count) we would be grateful if you could contribute these counts on a separate sheet.

	What was the date you first saw an adder this year (if not recorded above as a ‘count’)?
	


Information about the wider site

(No need to complete this section if there is no change from as previously reported)
This section refers to the area within which the count site is located.

Does the site have any conservation designation? (Tick one or more)

	National nature reserve
	
	
	SSSI
	

	Other nature reserve
	
	
	County wildlife site
	

	National park
	
	
	No conservation designation
	


	How big is the site?
	0-5 ha
	
	
	Greater than 5 ha
	


Tick one box that best describes how the count site is connected to other adder sites/populations.

	Completely isolated by many km
	

	Isolated from nearby sites by sub-optimal habitat
	

	Linked by corridors (e.g. along a river or railway line)
	

	Part of a larger group of populations occupying more or less continuous habitat
	


Questions about bracken (Leave blank if uncertain how to complete this section)

Bracken is a common feature of adder sites – but is also regarded as invasive and hence sometimes targeted for control.  To quantify the incidence of bracken on adder sites please could you circle the DAFOR score that best quantifies abundance of bracken vegetation cover:

Bracken in immediate area where you have seen your adders
D
A
F
O
R
Bracken abundance within the wider site



D
A
F
O
R
Dominant 50-100%, Abundant 30-50%, Frequent 15-30%, Occasional 5-15%, Rare <5%

Factors affecting the population 

Indicate if you think there are any factors affecting the population at this site.  Tick one or more boxes to indicate whether the factors are affecting the population in a positive or negative manner, or indicate if no threat is known.
	
	Positive
	Negative
	
	

	Building development
	
	
	
	

	Agricultural changes
	
	
	
	

	Forestry operations
	
	
	
	

	Fire
	
	
	
	

	Public pressure through disturbance*
	
	
	
	

	Persecution (killing or injury)
	
	
	
	

	Predation – cat or other 
	
	
	indicate
	

	Neglect/succession
	
	
	
	

	Habitat management
	
	
	
	

	Habitat fragmentation/isolation
	
	
	
	

	Introduction (development mitigation)
	
	
	
	

	Introduction (conservation)
	
	
	
	

	Other factor 
	
	
	specify
	


* Public pressure through disturbance refers to activities that may disturb the adders themselves – not their habitat.  This category might include recreational activities such as dog-walking or mountain-biking.

	No threat known
	


Other comments 

Please either enter data on record pool https://www.recordpool.org.uk/make-the-adder-count, return completed form to: Angela Julian, 82 Gidley Way, Horspath, Oxford, OX33 1TG; email: angela.julian@arguk.org.
Each count is the number of adults seen on any one site visit.








Amphibian and Reptile Groups of UK (ARG UK) is a registered charity (number 1165504) committed to the conservation of native amphibians and reptiles and their natural environment by supporting the development of a network of independent volunteer amphibian and reptile groups (ARGs)

